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Overview

Sea Grant Law Center 101
Magnuson–Stevens Reauthorization
Parm v. Shumate
Working Waterfronts
Gulf LNG Update



Advisory Request Process

1.Constituent (management 
agency, extension agent, 
private citizen) contacts 
Law Center.

2.Law Center attorneys work 
with constituent to identify 
discrete legal question.

3.Research conducted by 
attorney and law students.

4.Final product prepared –
memorandum of law, joint 
publication with 
constituent, etc.



Law Center Publications



Magnuson Reauthorization

S. 2012
Passed by Senate on 6/19/2006
Unanimous

House Bills
HR 5051 referred to subcommittee on 
4/19/2006
HR 5946 (Pombo) passed House on 
9/27/2006 – now in Senate



Parm v. Shumate

Walker Lands originally filed suit to 
enjoin public use of Gassoway Lake 
and a drainage ditch.

Ditch runs from lake to Bunch’s Cutoff –
waterbody that connects with MS River.
Lake only receives water when river 
floods.

Plaintiffs want to use water when 
covers property.

Walker Lands owns lake and ditch



Parm continued

Magistrate Judge
Federal common law and state law right 
to use navigate and fish between high 
and low water marks regardless of 
ownership

U.S. District Court
Property is subject to public use up to 
high water mark.

No common law right to hunt and fish.
“Public use limited to activities that are 
incidental to navigable character of 
Mississippi River.”



Working Waterfronts

Maine

Senate Paper 338

$33 million bond issue

$2 million funds Maine Working 
Waterfront Access Pilot Program.

$12 million to fund acquisition of property 
and conservation easements.



Working Waterfronts Continued

Florida

Working Waterfront Protection Act

Offers grants and planning 
assistance for communities seeking 
to revitalize waterfront areas and 
promote traditional waterfront 
trades.



Gulf LNG Update

Gulf Landing DEIS issued April 22, 2005

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council filed formal comments expressing 
concerns about impacts of open rack 
vaporizer on fish stocks.

In June 2005, NMFS disagreed with 
methodology applied and with the Coast 
Guard’s and MARAD’s conclusion that 
impacts would be minor.



LNG Continued

Gulf Restoration Network v. U.S. DOT 
(5th Cir.)

Challenged decision to permit LNG 
terminal using open loop system.
Deepwater Port Act – license conditional 
on facility being “constructed and 
operated using best available technology”

Plaintiffs argued that closed loop was BAT
Court agreed with DOT that BAT means 
“construction that reasonably minimizes 
adverse impact to a reasonable degree 
given all relevant circumstances.”



Questions??????

Stephanie Showalter
Sea Grant Law Center

Kinard Hall – Wing E, Room 256
University, MS 38677

(662) 915-7775

sshowalt@olemiss.edu


