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Maryland

ÅTraining and education in support of effective 

controls for Scombroid (histamine) poisoning

ÅFisheries Anthropology Project

Virginia

ÅIncreasing fisheries extension capacity in the area 

of bycatch, including fishing interactions with 

protected species

FEE Second Round Awards 



Maryland Sea Grant ïFEE Projects

Scombroid (Histamine) Poisoning
ÅNational Project

Å2/1/2002 thru 4/30/2006

ÅPI: Tom Rippen (MD Sea Grant Extension)

Fisheries Anthropology Project
ÅState Project

Å6/1/2005 thru 5/31/2009

ÅPI: Michael Paolisso (UMCP Dept of Anthropology)



Scombrotoxin Project Objectives 

ÅReduce illness in the U.S. caused by scombroid 
poisoning.

ÅReduce losses of histamine-forming food fish from the 
marketplace due to onboard mishandling and minimize 
economic, regulatory and social consequences of those 
losses.

ÅEstablish a nationally coordinated educational network to 
improve communication among academics, agencies, 
and commercial fishing/charter organizations.



Marylandôs Contribution to National 

Scombrotoxin Project

ÅCreated and hosted website: 

www.iceyourfish.seagrant.org

ÅOrganized national training meeting

ÅPresented at four conferences

ÅDeveloped brochure for general 

audiences

ÅDeveloped peer-reviewed fact sheet

http://www.iceyourfish.seagrant.org/


Scombrotoxin Project Partners

ÅNational Fisheries 

Institute

ÅU.S. Food and Drug 

Administration

ÅNational Marine 

Fisheries Service



Fisheries Anthropology Project 

Objectives

ÅIntegrate cultural anthropology into the Chesapeake 

Bay restoration process.

ÅEducate key stakeholders through presentations and 

involvement in advisory committees.



Å5 conference presentations

Å3 peer-reviewed journal articles

ÅPI appointed to Chesapeake Bay Scientific & Technical 

Advisory Committee

ÅPI contracted to prepare socio-economic analysis for EIS 

of introduction of non-native oysters in Chesapeake Bay

Fisheries Anthropology Project 

Accomplishments



ÅMaryland Department of Natural Resources

ÅChesapeake Bay Program

ÅNational Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA

ÅMaryland Population Research Center (MPRC)

ÅCenter for Heritage Resource Studies (CHRS)

Fisheries Anthropology Project 

Partners



Virginiaôs Major FEE Projects 

ÅDevelopment of sea scallop dredge excluder 

chains

ÅTesting of black sea bass (Centropristis 

striata) gear selectivity
ÅRestoration of Atlantic sturgeon (Acipenser 

oxyrinchus) in Chesapeake Bay



Before discussing the projects the message 

should be clear: FEE is a critical program for 

Mid-Atlantic Sea Grant

In addition to extensive in-kind support, 

over $800 K was provided in support by 

partners of the Virginia Sea Grant FEE 

investment involving 7 major projects 

completed from 2004-2007.



Development of Sea 

Scallop Dredge 

Excluder Chains

Accomplishments

Å Tested effectiveness of turtle 

chains.

Å NMFS regulation in place 

requiring seasonal and 

geographic area use of turtle 

chains on scallop dredges.    



Comparison of sea turtle bycatch between one dredge equipped with turtle excluder 

chains and one without the chain configuration on observed trips during 2003 and 

2004.   

 

Turtle Interactions  

Trip  Vessel Company 

Date 

Departed 

Date 

Returned 

Trip 

Length 

# of 

tows 
Unmodified 

Dredge 

Modified 

Dredge 

1 Capt. Billy Haver Captain Juan Inc. 7/11/2003 7/21/2003 11 125 1 0 

2 Wilma & Irene Peabody 7/17/2003 7/31/2003 15 220 0 0 

3 Bay Star III Ches. Bay Packing 7/28/2003 8/10/2003 14 125 0 0 

4 Capt. Billy Haver Captain Juan Inc. 7/31/2003 8/12/2003 13 154 0 0 

5 Janice Lynell Peabody 8/5/2003 8/16/2003 12 169 2 0 

6 Bay Star III Ches. Bay Packing 8/15/2003 8/28/2003 14 101 0 0 

7 Capt. Billy Haver Captain Juan Inc. 8/24/2003 9/5/2003 13 168 0 0 

8 Janice Lynell Peabody 8/26/2003 9/8/2003 14 210 1 0 

9 Westport Westport Scalloping Co. 8/27/2003 9/4/2003 9 93 2 0 

10 Westport Westport Scalloping Co. 9/10/2003 9/25/2003 16 142 0 0 

11 Celtic Quinn Fisheries 9/6/2003 9/18/2003 13 181 0 0 

12 Kayla Rose A J Scalloping, Inc. 9/20/2003 10/1/2003 12 151 0 0 

13 Kayla Rose A J Scalloping, Inc. 10/9/2003 10/21/2003 13 173 0 0 

14 O'Neal's Pride Denny O'Neal 9/26/2003 10/16/2003 21 230 0 0 

15 Pursuit Eastern Fisheries 9/28/2003 10/6/2003 8 107 1 0 

16 Capt. Billy Haver Captain Juan Inc. 10/24/2003 11/12/2003 20 223 0 0 

17 Celtic Quinn Fisheries 10/16/2003 10/27/2003 11 147 0 0 

18 Defiant Wells Scallop Company 6/22/2004 6/30/2004 9 61 0 0 

19 Celtic Quinn Fisheries 7/7/2004 7/16/2004 10 107 0 0 

20 Relentless Wells Scallop Company 7/12/2004 7/19/2004 8 78 0 0 

21 Bay Star III Ches. Bay Packing 8/16/2004 8/28/2004 13 153 0 0 

22 Defiant Wells Scallop Company 10/1/2004 10/9/2004 8 130 1 0 

Total     277 3,248 8 0 

 

Sea Scallop Dredge Excluder Chain Study



Sea Scallop 

Dredge Excluder 

Chain Outreach

This laminated placard was 
distributed to the sea scallop 
industry with guidelines to 
reduce the probability of turtle 
encounters and steps to take if 
an encounter occurs.


