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recognized worldwide as the most efficient contributor to new 
protein production, clear, unambiguous linkages between aqua-
culture and the environment must be created, fostered, and 
communicated. And the complementary roles of aquaculture 
in contributing to environmental sustainability, rehabilitation, 
and enhancement must be developed and clearly articulated to 
a highly concerned, increasingly educated, and involved public 
(Costa-Pierce, 2008).

In Rhode Island, the R.I. Coastal Resources Management 
Council (CRMC)—the state’s lead aquaculture regulatory and 
management agency—has made important strides toward 
implementing the principles of an EAA. The Rhode Island Aqua-
culture Initiative demonstrated the simultaneous economic and 
environmental benefits of shellfish aquaculture in state waters 
(Tallman and Forrester, 2007). Combined with improved market 
demands, water quality, and new technologies, CRMC received 
a number of applications for new and expansion of existing  
shellfish farms, especially in Rhode Island’s coastal lagoons. 
Recognizing the potential for user conflicts (social issues) and 
the need to better determine ecological carrying capacities, in 
2007, the CRMC Working Group on Aquaculture Regulations 
decided to take another important step towards implementing 
an EAA by forming a working group to develop information 
on the limits to aquaculture development in Rhode Island. 
One subcommittee report summarized issues of water quality, 
diseases, invasive species, physical impacts of aquaculture gear, 
essential fish habitat, carrying capacity, and provided guidance 
on an EAA (Bengtson et al., 2007). 
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Left: Robert Rheault (left), Moonstone Oysters president, 
and shellfish farmer John West, sort oysters for market. 
Photo courtesy Robert Rheault. Right: Upweller systems are 
used to grow seed oysters at the Roger Williams Univer-
sity wet lab. Photo by David Alves, CRMC.




